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Memorandum

DATE: 23 August 1995
TO: Mr. Rosenau
FROM: Dr. Tim Castle

RE: Interview with Roger D. Huffman,
REFNO 2052

CC: Mr. Gray, Ms. Travis, LtCol Schiff

1. Following several weeks of coordination between this analyst and Capt
Ed Reynolds, Silver City, New Mexico, police department, on 22 August

1995 was telephonically interviewed. At the suggestion
of Capt Reynolds,

office. The interview, lasting some nlnety mmutes was conducted in a very
cordial, but straightforward atmosphere.

- 2. SUMMARY:: This analyst is now certain thatl ‘ Iwas stationedT

as a UUSAF forward air guide at Phu Pha Thi (Lima Site 85 REFNO 2052
and was present during the 10-11 March 1968 North Vietnamese assault on

the TSQ-81/TACAN complex. While it is not possible to determine the .
mﬁste@meﬂm hewas able to clearly-articulate ----iifi*
his physical movements during the attack, which are consistent with other !,:;5?
verified reporting, and clarified a number of passages attributed to hlm n a
recently released book on Laos. Once the attack began
reported to his bunker/radio position close by the helipad. While Lao and/or

Thai troops near his position did fire at what the Thai and/or Lao believed
were enemy forces moving across the helipad, iever saw an
enemy and in the morning light there were no enemy bodies. i
was adamant in saying that during the attack he never saw any Americans in
the vicinity of position and believes it is possible that in the confusion the

Thai and/or Lao were firing at other friendlies or phantoms. He was
evacuated from the helipad by 2 “small helicopter’ and debriefed in

has agreed to draw a sketch map of his movements
the night and morning of the attack and stated that he would provide this® - - -
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office with a 1968-era photograph of hims excited at the
prospect of further contact with this office, 1d agree to be re-

contacted if necessary and provided a pager number. He d‘i“dnnot wish to be
contacted at his place of employment or at his residence. “
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Transmitting to:

Attention:. L 7. Cal. JQ U, S
.
Address; 0P Mo |

a7 T Y —

Sender: _‘ o JQ? ' [/{:77\

Department : I | -
: (T OO -SA3Z -, & | '
| . T ——— 3 4 —91_____ Ext No.:.¢ 334

Transmits; '
Smitting from: Telefax No. (215) 387-1125
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MAMadn ANBNYMmous .

United Statos ALir Forge as a Forvarg ARir Cone

t Controller trom L Aug, 1969 unty) L Aug.,

I wag axmignad tao an Alr Commando Aquadron, Nakheg Pnancm,
Decembar 1947 until March 1768, I nac dqtachea-duty

We were the few Air Force men i

Laoe. We WeRIre actually Cuantrol {ed

Vientiane, Laog, Out duty ae

Alr Attache each week,

Wae - told to Prepare faor a 1¢nq
9 2t a rymote €lt@ 1In Northern Lags., Normalty Gy r
e thet 3& hoursw. They ({nformed me this
tor at legagt yo hourwy, ! Vathored my qear and
N9 Vieng to Lima 9{te 201, We hag h
and 40 we had to remain at sitg 20i
erning wy f1pwy bagck <«o Long Tieng
mY POsting to the Torwarg sive,
identitied ap Lima Site 83, wag ROStpONed. Byt €iko

they told me the RPOSting to sitw 9= Waa back on. 7 Lhink this wax
on the Stn of Marct,

sit®, The briefing <
& Top Secrat THCQN/RHDQR ¥ite

for oneg

(Lima =1tg
whicgh Lhay

Uutinely ugn, I was toig

‘ e 83 waw undor attack and that I wae needed o
direct alr Strikex, fouw level, at the %).ta,

Hh#FdhffieﬂdIY farces werw plotted. Qear,
Which consictod of A& TAC Air radio, an Fnerogency radio (FM), a Gay
rifla, a survival Kit, which included a ,38 Cal, Fevllver, sur-

Vival knite, rations for & Uaye; tlares, grenades (M2&4) and an

- I was tiown to Lima Sicve gn early in
tlcopter riown Dy

: - ’
¢ CAS employes., 1t remember his name way e
told ma | wou |

| 9 location, whichn wae
Up the mountain ang araund the North-
. Pack, two equips
T We traveled up

Once I toung My posting
ut 300 ydy from the $ite, I set up camp,

My equipment up, g was on
Yds from the Cli?tfe adqQe. The clivey
t 8o I had to be caretyl. | had an fSCapen

ATter | get
Y TAC radino.

The rfirgt gay
that Hay, The

up my #Quipment, | -

Thay sgnt e an aircratt mission scnedulr by coow.
Wy g pretty {doi.
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> told then to O

| v waa o —akg G I87 ) ‘ *19.12.1994'.-9? P. 3
("w NENT gday, 6 It AR tna GLh, apnguc .

LEmioNs Ligirg
that day . Neo Che end o1 that day , onea inzf{vidual
wialked down to my poeition 20d spohe with mes , He =a1yg g team

WaR awinara of the location ] wda atk & HD“LJ"II'T"IC.’ L+ 1
T OO it wWaler, 1 Lould

T 1l Owny

‘rom el to g4

had cnaugh
hWim I had (he NecCesaary ltemm byl

Lhanked
Mim. 1 weould describe him 34 Leing ahwut+3° ynars old, he vwerp
Wire rim glasgow, That {c about a11 I remembor of him o fie AR
the aniy Individual 'ram the site ¢ had porzonal Santack wilh,
From that tlay. untiy Hargr L1, 1 Jirectad a lot o al, nlrikes a1t
day. [ don'ce Frecall the ewact nuhuer_but I vworkeuo betwaay, L2 and
16 hours per gay, A night, 1 set up my awn

) liLtle PRrimetse-.
at slraktggic locationg around my Her {mét e,

These are bright f{largsq and gooa offr {1t attivateq, 1 had Conntant
radio Cfonmunicat (ong v En my Afr centrollera in he alr, They
kept me briefed TRUArding the encmy Siluation aroumd nito 9%, On
the Fth, 1 Cequested new radio batterie=z., aAn Aler - -America helicop-
ter hover gd above my location and dropped (e threse neoy radio bat-
Ler{ga, Nlong witn tho batteriaa; they dropped me Rome o
(Corationg), ang a lebter from home. 1 van rewember belng so
happy ta have Ome b _

| chiing to read, erpeciaslly a leter ftram homa,
The'nent+mnrninq, LOth tarch,

Waz quite wome marening, Eremy:
farces naa NOved aortares

near tha base of ¢he feuntatln,  Thay alse
Moved heavy ﬂrtillery NZar the bottom nfiﬁhe mountsig,, Thing«
»tacrted in gt real RCA Yy, The anamy bombarded thg

netillery thrquqhnut the day, ! directed O“RU—Z20 sortims

thaexe ar‘tillery poaftions. Evening Eamn, but the mt:r't.;r'.{ﬁg' and
Artillery Abttacrks continued. A C~17

3O DIlinduat Arrived on statian
aNg direcitpnd Conemntrata minl

“QuUN Tire to t“a mortas launeh locac
tionx, Al the mortarsy weroe landing neer tlie sik=, | wasa Not {a°
" Rlray mortsr roumd vihieh landad above My

® of my radies. Arsound nidnight of during the

mMOUuNntaln wity

* _ 2 " Of the pountaln were overrun.
mcnxtnrﬂd’ﬂlffnrnnt . ' ' X thin time period, |
COmmeansd powt {laca-~

tion near helicopter landing Ardd
Fersanne) were Iocated, gite

Lien updataan. S vould roldte what he &

t':lﬁ_i: Conversation, I hararg G 4y
x{ta an "Colonal®, Tnise w he

an tho

10 one wax hurt, transmisslon from
the Bite unti] B0mertime latwr

« About 040¢hri-¢ 1 heeard 4 lot ot

2.
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- ' Se btlhem. I ffnnlly Jat tnmﬂﬂhn-whg
Feported the wi

I ceutly Make ary YAy Overr 35y help, But a=« I move
Site, thm SMALLl appg Tiré 1nten51fied. Hate of
dlracttd'nt e, but the flre wag Close to me. I

4L the s{te, they waytlgy have taten COVERr,  The A~-1Ex told ge tha
ey Strikes worem ot feaaip)a o0 the wirf bercauce they, Obarrvany frien~
' tdliga maving argund a¢ Che sith, Beqldqs, they {nformeqg ma they
k\‘, StL1) hag FAd10 contact WIth pergonng) At the gite.

- TVatuated, Onp

ved ahoyt
(?) A NUhdred Hinong  ang th_p_{r fgmiqu:i- Ml&itinq te be
(b} HH-53 1 ag land e DLE wes Quick]y inundatey Wwith Hmﬂnq.L_

&ridd fescue

ne 4 r | observey throwe
PRoply Funning dowen the patph towdrgyg my/ Incatimn. At firnt, !
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thought thenas ‘ Miduala Vite ¢ qﬁﬁ;my; | couldn-’ ¢ uhdl?r“'rt.;ncj
Wby thoy worp FURA{ng, It was appdrﬁn ' RNamy had COntrol of
the afte, The thron indiuidualﬁ; Could not identify bDecaugn
ot thq Jimtance they Wer g Bviay ¢ om : vemred oft Into the DBruap.,
That wag the lamt timm I

It they W“wouldg
7y, thay couildg hava made {¢ down tig

thyy wern not, runnding toward the path leaﬂing
€ rfunning (n thae CPOPORite

hhave CANtinuod the{ir Coure
maruntainp, Huhcvtr‘,

. I cnniaii&d_iﬁeﬁheliéﬂﬁtér by radinp ang
asked far a PIck up. They inf_t}:*mr-:-d Mt thal one mQrr I.Hc:livi-:]ual

“aw on bhe “"fte ard ampded Lo be Evécuéteu-_rThiz Hl i~ 5¢ Novered
20 axtracled one lodividual; |ne Nelicoptar then GO8Arbead the

STte. I feit really alone. Ajfp- étFigﬁz 1] lowed AMaA T did my §o4
1 Firmating tham. But I ftal¢ <aig AND scired. FEven Ehaugh | wasw
~OmbBat trafned I woag 2ti})

enlty 21 Yeara cid. I thought they for-
GOt me. [ kept A8k ing attackjng_atr:raft 1O aag{atancs in get-
YAng a4 recscuwm copler {n t

7 Get me out;  The atrerare ARSUIrDY me |
would bLe Fadcund, Sevoral hour g lLater, 311 air

A, The fhemy bad takgn Control _
“illed when OUr &irgceate bombed the sits.

the wita i direction of tha holtcophar pAath, 1 decided tq g2 {n

the oppnsitn‘ﬁirectian. I made ¢¢ davin tha mountatn ANG wag npar-

A Village whanm 1} Sbharved a squad of <

€N evicuated) two ﬁir'ﬁmeri‘a hel -~
for ma. I had to maka ft vo ,

ud. A" I vasx approaaching the c:lre-eir'ing,
PAth. I wqg gtunned, | immudiitély Hth

lﬁwarﬂd ., PAra-rescue (.} ﬁnn

| O the aircfaft{' During thig res-
Cue, the PY w43 shaot {n the arq.

_ - HYe tock off ang flew to Lg 201,
Once at g 201L, a CAg nmedic bandaged my leg andg placed me {n an

ne to Udorn A8, Thafland, 1




TP KU 1510 -NKTi

[ Ry

:a.uhlﬁmxfil'a P. &

' [ do wnow Lthe survivar: of -:.1{115 85 H-l': .{.n A vard nevxt i*r_': mr at
Korat. I mever daw them ar ;pukh ta tham but ome of tho Corpaman

told mm that one (ndividual hod d{od upon Arrival at Udsern, The
crher {Yowg, wWer woufhded BNut wuld gy v.t.wd

That (a annut ayl I can remuymbgr: I have told €his story sov.
eral timeg before. The story about my rchu& Was publighed in a
USAF Hiatory of Southieact naiy boox: [t Cdescribed the revwclile bhgyte
only said the location was a remote furaardlng operetling nlte {n
Southeast Aafa, [t did pet fention Lans or site 8.
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